Analysis of students’ attitudes toward armed forces
and the geopolitical situation across Europe with
respect to their social status and social network use
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Abstract

Europe, a continent separated from Asia by the Ural Mountains, the coast of the Caspian Lake, the Great Caucasus, the
Black Sea, the Bosporus and the Dardanelles, is currently in a unstable security situation. On the one hand, there are
constant migrations of the population of eastern countries, and on the other hand, there is an ongoing war in Ukraine.
The European Union and the NATO alliance have reinstituted military service. Despite that, EU and NATO countries are
increasing estimated expenses for military in order to be prepared in case of crises.

The aim of the paper is to investigate the students' opinions on the geopolitical situation in Europe, war in Ukraine and
bringing back military service. They are the ones whose future will be most affected by that. The paper examines their
views on the current geopolitical situation in Europe in relation to their social status and use of social networks. The
assumption is that the social status of an individual contributes to shaping their attitude about migrants from eastern
countries and their attitude about the war in Ukraine and reinstitution of military service. It is an assumption that, due to
this being about generation Z, social networks have an influence on creating their opinions about the geopolitical
situation in Europe.
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Sazetak

Europa, kontinent kojeg od Azije razdvaja gorje Ural, obala Kaspijskoga jezera, Veliki Kavkaz, Crno more, Bospor i
Dardaneli, trenutacno se nalazi u sigurnosno nesigurnoj situaciji. S jedne strane stalne su migracije stanovnistva isto¢nih
zemalja, a s druge strane u tijeku je rat u Ukrajini. Zemlje ¢lanice Europske unije i NATO saveza pocele su uvoditi
obavezno sluzenje vojnoga roka. Osim uvodenja vojnoga roka, sve one izdvajaju sve vede iznose za vojsku kako bi
pokusali o¢uvati sigurnost koju imaju te bile spremne za moguce sigurnosne ugroze.

Cilj je rada istraziti stavove studenata o svemu prethodno navedenom. Oni su ti na ciju ¢e buduénost najviSe utjecati
trenutacna geopoliti¢ka situacija. U radu se istrazuju njihovi stavovi o trenutacnoj geopolitickoj situaciji na podrucju
Europe u odnosu na njihov socijalni status i koriStenje drustvenih mreza. Pretpostavka je da socijalni status pojedinca
doprinosi oblikovanju njihova stava o migrantima iz isto¢nih zemalja te na njihov stav o ratu u Ukrajini i uvodenju
vojnoga roka. Osim socijalnoga statusa, s obzirom da se radi o generaciji Z, istrazuje se i utjecaj drustvenih mreza na
kreiranje njihovih stavova, s obzirom na to da vedina njihove generacije ima profile na drustvenim mrezama te ih
svakodnevno koristi.
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