Integrating art education and literature, or how did the
fairy tale “Thumbelina” by H. C. Andersen connect us?
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Abstract

The paper explores the possibilities of applying an integrative approach to visual arts and literature in the first cycle of
primary education in the Republic of Serbia. Within this educational system, where teaching is subject-oriented,
integrative approaches are inadequately present in practice. The authors of this paper believe that, in such a context,
future teachers need to be further trained and empowered in using integrative approaches. The paper describes and
analyzes a project conducted in more than 70 Fine Arts classes, involving fourth-year students from the Faculty of
Education in Belgrade and pupils from the first to fourth grade. Inspired by H. C. Andersen's fairy tale 'Thumbelina,' the
artwork explores the story's themes, motifs, problems, and possibilities through a methodical interpretation. Based on
such an understanding of the fairy tale, a substantial and diverse practice in Fine Arts classes was implemented, which
was the primary goal of the project. In addition to describing the working process with students - collaborative marking
of motives, characters, and/or scenes from the fairy tale, and finding appropriate artistic media adapted to the pupils'
age - the paper includes qualitatively analyzed authors’ and participants’ personal reflections and outlines
methodological implications of challenges and opportunities we have encountered. The research results demonstrate the
successful integration of visual arts and literature, challenging the notion of art being used merely as a decorative
activity in other school subjects, where it may lose its integrity. Photos of children's artworks are an integral part of the
project's outcomes, presented here as a strong incentive for teachers to consider art in schools as a way of thinking and
knowing.
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Vaznost umjetnickog obrazovanja Broj rada: 152

Sazetak

U ovom radu istrazuju se moguénosti primjene integrativnoga pristupa vizualnim umjetnostima i knjizevnosti u prvom
ciklusu osnovnoga obrazovanja u Republici Srbiji. U okviru toga obrazovnog sustava, u kojem se nastava odvija po
predmetima, integrativni pristupi su nedovoljno prisutni u praksi. Autori ovoga rada vjeruju da u takvom kontekstu
buduce nastavnike treba dodatno poucavati i osnazivati za koriStenje integrativnih pristupa. U radu se opisuje i analizira
projekt proveden tijekom vise od 70 sati nastave likovne kulture, uz sudjelovanje studenata Cetvrte godine Fakulteta za
obrazovanje ucitelja i vaspitaca u Beogradu i ucenika od prvog do c¢etvrtog razreda. Inspiracija za umjetnicko
stvaralastvo bila je bajka Palcica H. C. Andersena, koja je tematski, motivski, problemski i istrazivacki obradena kroz
metodicku interpretaciju teksta. Na temelju takvoga razumijevanja bajke, implementirana je sadrzajna i raznolika praksa
na satima likovne kulture, Sto je bio primarni cilj projekta. Osim opisa radnoga procesa sa studentima - zajednic¢koga
oznacavanja motiva, likova i/ili scena iz bajke te pronalazenja odgovaraju¢ih umjetni¢kih medija prilagodenih dobi
ucenika - rad sadrzi kvalitativno analizirane osobne refleksije autora i ostalih sudionika te istice metodoloske implikacije
izazova i mogucnosti s kojima smo se susreli. Rezultati istrazivanja pokazuju uspjesnu integraciju vizualnih umjetnosti i
knjizevnosti, osporavajuci shvac¢anje umjetnosti kao puke dekorativne aktivnosti u drugim Skolskim predmetima, pri
¢emu moze izgubiti svoj integritet. Fotografije djecjih radova sastavni su dio rezultata projekta, a ovdje su predstavljeni
kao snazan poticaj nastavnicima da razmotre umjetnost u Skolama kao nacin razmisljanja i spoznavanja.
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