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Abstract

Although abstract words, including those for emotions and other affective states, have recently been the focus of
cognitive research (among others, in a series of works from the laboratories led by Barsalou, McRae or Vigliocco, and
those from the Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen), comparative research on their development during
elementary school has been limited.

Yet, how and to what extent children adopt those words is important from a practical, real-life point of view - a well-
developed emotional vocabulary helps people better express their feelings and deal with them in stressful situations.
This is especially important for children since they should be forming a good basis for healthy emotional relationships
with themselves and the environment.

With this in mind, we have collected school-aged children's word associations for nouns for emotions (like happiness) or
states with an affective charge (hope) to examine how they change as the children grow. The number of respondents of
a certain age was between 700 and 800 respondents (700 < n < 800) to obtain the most valid results and the most
complete picture of the associative field of a certain word. Students from 23 urban and rural centers responded to the
stimulus words via questionnaire. Afterward, their answers were collected, and associative dictionaries were compiled
based on them. They were divided by age and gender of the respondents.

We analysed the content of these fields, thus determining how the perception of certain words develops or even
emerges (as in the case of jealousy). As often happens with abstract words in general, they make a loose group. Still, a
general tendency can be seen in the age-related development towards more stereotypical reactions and in linking these
concepts to concrete situations, in accordance with the theories of grounded cognition.
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Sazetak

lako su apstraktne rijeci, ukljucujuci i one za emocije i druga afektivna stanja, u posljednje vrijeme u Zizi kognitivnih
istrazivanja (izmedu ostalih, u nizu radova iz laboratorija koje vode Barsalou, McRae ili Vigliocco te onih s Instituta za
psiholingvistiku Max Planck u Nijmegenu), njihov razvoj nije toliko usporedno pra¢en kod djece razlicite dobi.

No, to kako ih i koliko djeca usvajaju bitno je ne samo sa znanstvene, vec i s prakti¢ne zivotne strane - bolji emocionalni
rie¢nik pomaze ljudima i da bolje izraze svoje osjecaje te i da se s njima nose u stresnim situacijama. To je kod djece
posebno vazno kao dobra osnova za zdrave emotivne odnose i sa sobom, i s okolinom.

Imajuci to na umu, odlucili smo prikupiti verbalne asocijacije djece skolske dobi na neke od rije¢i za emocije (sreca) ili
stanja s afektivnim nabojem (nada) kako bismo ispitali kako se one mijenjaju kako djeca rastu. Broj ispitanika odredene
dobi bio je velik (izmedu 700 i 800 ispitanika; 700 < n < 800) kako bi se dobili Sto valjaniji rezultati i Sto cjelovitija slika
asocijativnoga polja pojedine rijeci. U¢enici s 23 urbana i ruralna punkta odgovarali su na poticajne rije¢i putem ankete.
Njihovi su odgovori prikupljeni i prema njima su sastavljeni asocijativni rjecnici, podijeljeni, osim po razredu, i po
iskazanom spolu ispitanika.

Nakon toga, pristupilo se analizi sadrzaja ovih polja te se moglo utvrditi kako se dozivljaj odredenih rijeci razvija ili ¢ak, u
slu¢aju nekih (poput ljubomora), i tek stvara. Kao Sto ¢esto biva s apstraktnim rijecima opcenito, vidno je da je u pitanju
difuzna skupina. No, kao opca tendencija moZze se zamijetiti razvoj u smjeru stereotipnijih odgovora, kao i vezanje ovih
pojmova za konkretne situacije, u skladu s teorijama utemljene kognicije.
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